areas, a fact reinforced by the large number of Swedish publications in top international scientific journals. These areas include epidemiology and register-based research, research related to working life and to the environment, and research on inequality in health. Swedish excellence in these areas was assumed to be due to a unique combination of an excellent data infrastructure, an enlightened public sector, and a productive public health research workforce.
Several recommendations related to structural elements: The inventory and the evaluation report give an overall picture of Swedish public health research that has not been available earlier. It is satisfying to note the high appreciation in general of Swedish research quality and preconditions. The most important weakness for Swedish society, emphasized by the panel, is the lack of a strategy for scientific evaluation of major societal undertakings. The result is lack of a proper base for future interventions and the risk of such interventions becoming ineffective. Unfortunately, we have at the time of writing this editorial very low expectations of the report and the recommendations in the Bill presumably presented by the Government to Parliament in March 2005, and there is limited hope for change after the debate and decision by Parliament.
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